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Meeting Agenda

I. Introduction

II. Opening of Board of Determination Meeting

III. Outline of the Board of Determination Procedure  

IV. Inspection Report

V. Public Testimony - (3 minutes per person.)

VI. Vote of Board of Determination

VII.Appeal Procedures and Closing Comments 

VIII.Adjournment



Role of the B.O.D.

ÃThe Board of Determinationõs role is to make one 

decision:

1. Whether the project is necessary based on public 

health, convenience or welfare

Ã The Board of Determination DOES NOT decide:

ÄThe scope of the project

ÄThe cost of the project

ÄHow much property owners and municipalities are 

assessed for the project



Public Comment

Ã The speaking order will be on a first come, first 

served basis. Petitioner will have a chance to speak 

first.

Ã State your full name and address.Spell your last 

name for the court reporter.

Ã Limit comments to 3 minutes.



Public Comment (cont.)

Ã Briefly state your position on the petition for the 

New Tamarack Drain.For example:òI support the 

petition for the New Tamarack Drain because . . .ó 

or òI oppose the petition for the New Tamarack 

Drain because . . . .ó

Ã Remember to stay on topic!Comments for tonightõs 

meeting are limited to the current petition for the 

New Tamarack Drain only.

ÃThe Public Works Commissionerõs staff will gladly 

speak with you on other topics after the conclusion 

of tonightõs meeting.



Drain Facts

Ã The New Tamarack Drain was established as a county 
drain in 1929.

Ã Maintenanceprojectsvia petitionswere completedon
variousportionsof the drain in 1960 (Main Drain),
1972 (Br. 1) and 1979 (SwanCreek Road Br.). Itõs
beenover60 yearssincetherewasmajorworkon the
maindrain.

Ã SCPWCreceived multiple calls/complaintsin 2016
noting trees and sedimentin the drain & farm tiles
under water. A drain inspectionwas completed. We
indicatedthat a petition is required for work on the
drain, and sent a petition out to two different the
landowners.



Drain Facts Continued

Ç Call/complaintJuly2019 due to standingwater in the
drain. It wasnotedthat a petitionis requiredfor work
onthedrain. Petitionwassentto landowner.

Ç 2020/ 2021 ðSCPWChad multipleconversationswith
JamesTwp. Supervisorin regards to the how much
work is needed on the drain, and that a petition is
needed to complete this work. A second drain
inspectionwascompletedin 2020.

Ç 2021 ðSCPWCsolicitedbids for tree and sediment
removal only. 2 bids were received and both far
exceeded theallowablemaintenancelimits.



Drain Facts Continued

Ç SCPWCreceiveda valid petition,dated January12,
2023.

ÇPetitionsignedby 6 free holders

ÇPetitioncirculatedby Mark Jebb



Drain Facts Continued

Ã Location of New Tamarack Drain - See Map

ÄApproximately 24,950 feet long (4.7 miles)

Â23,125 feet open ditch (4.37 miles)

Â1,825 feet tiled drain (0.35 miles)

ÄApprox. 1,234 acres 

Ã What is the drainage district?

Ä Lands that contributes storm water to drain

ÄDrainage District serves as the special assessment district

ÄNew Tamarack Drain Drainage District includes:

ÂJames Township (approx. 99.74% of land area in district)

ÂSwan Creek Township (approx. 0.26% of land area in district)

ÂSaginaw County

ÂLandowners ðApprox. 300 parcels   





Drain Inspection

Ã On April 4, 2022 a field review of the Drain
(inspection from the road crossingsonly) was
completedas a resultof the petition filed with the
Public Works Commissioner. The following was
observed:

ÇMajority of the drain hastreesand sedimentin it. The
drain had decentflow in the downstreamstretches,but
the flow was muchslower in the upstreamstretches.
Therewasalsoa lot of water in thedrain partially due
to a recentrain event. Thereare manyculvertsin the
drain, someof whichmay be set at wrong elevations
potentiallyadding to water backingup in thedrain.



12

Drain Location Map ïSouthern End
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Trees & 

brush along 

drain

Looking South (downstream) from Hart Road
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Trees along drain

Looking North (Upstream) from Hart Road
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North End of Hart Road Culvert 
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Trees in 

drain

Looking South (Downstream) from Swan Creek Road Crossing


