Whitmore & South Branch of
Swan Creek Intercounty Drain

Hearing of Necessity
Swan Valley High School
November 12, 2025

6:00 PM




Drainage Board Members




What iIs a Drain?




Established Intercounty Drain

e Must go through a specific process outlined In
the Michigan Drain code to be an established
Intercounty Drain

» Established intercounty drains impact lands
from multiple counties

e Under the jurisdiction of the Drainage Board

* Not all drainage facilities are established
drains



Drainage Board

=Drain/Public Works Commissioner from each
county

*Designated Representative from the Michigan
Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development (MDARD)

= Non-voting member except In the case of tie




What is a Drainage District?




Special Assessment District

A drainage district serves as the special
assessment district for a drain

= Costs Incurred to establish, construct, operate,
maintain, and improve a drain

* No other general funding mechanism for
maintenance of drains

= Each drainage district is its own legal entity and has
Its own account



Drainage Board Jurisdiction - Maintenance

=The Drainage Board has jurisdiction over
maintenance and improvement of the Drain

=Maintenance iIs limited

= Type of work

=Spending Limitation



Petitions

*\Who can Petition
=Flve property owners within the drainage district
=City, Township, or Village
*Road Commission
*MDOT

=Activities may include maintenance or
Improvement



Necessity Hearing

sRecelve evidence on condition of drain
" Recelve cost estimate

=Recelve evidence from public during public
comment

= Determine whether the petition Is “necessary
and conducive to the public health, convenience
or welfare”






Project Cost




Assessable Entities
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Next Steps, If Determined Necessary

* Final engineering and project scoping
= Coordination and permitting with impacted utilities and governmental
agencies
= MDOT, EGLE, Townships, Road Commission, Power, Gas, Communications
* Property Acquisition
* Bid Letting phase
» Day of Review of Apportionments
* Project financing and bonding

= Proceed with construction




Next Steps, If Determined NOT Necessary




Drain Background




Drain Background







Whitmore & S Branch of Swan Creek ICD -
Drainage District

» Drainage District includes:
» County, Township, & Village Government
» Saginaw County — 16,227 Acres
= Jonesfield Twp., Richland Twp., & Village of Metrrill
* Midland County — 176 Acres
* Ingersoll Twp.

= Gratiot County — 995 Acres
= Wheeler Twp.

= District updated in 2018
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Engineer




Survey and Inspection of Drain
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= Outlets into the Weeks
Intercounty Drain on the
north end of the drain in
Midland County

10

» Extends southwesterly and
ends in Saginaw County
approximately 2.25 miles =~
east of the Gratiot County
line



Survey Results




Field Review - Photos
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Field Review - Photos




Field Review - Photos
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Field Review - Photos



Field Review - Photos




Field Review - Photos
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Summary of Field Review Observations




Hydrology/Design Flow Capacity




Summary — Open Drain Improvements




Site Clearing




Open Channel Maintenance




Open Channel Maintenance







Spoil Leveling and Hauling




Typical Open Channel Detail For Wooded &
Agricultural Areas

GRASSED FIELD OR
AGRICULTURE

WOODED

OPENINGS WILL BE LEFT IN
SPOILS PILES AS NEEDED FOR
DRAINAGE



Typical Open Channel Detall
For Road/Lawn Areas

EXISTING ROAD
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EXAMPLE PHOTOS
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CHANNEL CLEANOUT
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Survey and Inspection of Drain Crossings

» Measured length, elevation and size of drain crossing
= Culverts and bridges

» Assessed condition of crossings and headwalls

= 25 existing crossings total:
= 20 crossings proposed for cleanout

= 2 crossings proposed for replacement
» Undersized hydraulically — waterway opening is too small
= 3 crossings proposed for removal (abandoned)



Drain Crossings




Drain Crossing Summary







Erosion Control







Planning Level Cost Estimate




Planning Level Cost Estimate




Public Testimony




Board Deliberation and Necessity Decision
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